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By Robert H. Estabrook 
Washington Post Forclsn Service 
‘ UNITED NATIONS, N.Y, 
Nov. 23 — The Siate Depart: - 


Ment was reported to be still ; 


Cehating today whether to. 
grant a visa to Wilfred Bur- 
chett, an Australian-born jour- 
‘alist frequently in Hanoi who 
now seeks to cover the United 
Nations. 


1 
. Burchett has asked to come: 


to the U.N. on a Cuban pass- 
port as the representative ofa 
Jeft-wing Paris monthly maga-. 
zine. Some informed sources 
think, however, that his real 
‘purpose may be to establish 
contact with putative officials 
of the Nixon Administration 
on behalf of North Victnam. 

It is suggested that he mayj 
‘have been encouraged by Am- 
bassador Averell Harriman ori 
other members of the Amori- 
.can negotiating team in Paris.! 
‘This belief has been height) 
‘ened by reports that at one 
stage officiais in Washington 
overruled a lower-level recom: 
jmMendation against granting 
the visa. 

Burchett was quoted by the 
Canadian Press as having said} 
in an interview in Montreal! 
‘Thursday that he envisaged a 
possible compromise  scttle- 
‘ment in Vietnam so long as 
the American presence will be 
ended, 

This compromise would in-| 
volve .the neutrality of both 
Vieinams and the continucd 
‘division of the country. But 
what the West regarded as its 
legitirnate interests in- the 


area would. not be threatened, jin?Montreal, | 
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he was reported as emphasiz- 


ing. 


Speculation here ‘holds tna 
Burchett may 
a contact taan for 
namese National 
Yront, or Vietcong, Last year 
the NL broached to Secre- 
tary General U Thant the pos- 
sibility of sending a represent 
ative to the ULN. 

Wha 


. 


ters is the fact that Burchett; 


has been billed in an adver- 
tisement in the National 
Guardian as a,speaker, along 
with I, Rap Brown and o.n- 
ers, al an anti-Vielnam war 
rally in Lower Manhavan on 
Dee. 5. j 

This would plainly violate 


the terms of a restzicied visa. 


Buchett was scheduled to 
speak .today at a:similar rally 


‘{bassy there, 
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aa ao OK ‘ : FE 
UN. is to cover ihe organiza. 


‘ticn for the Paris magazine » 
5 era 


LeEvenement for wwo weeks in v 
early December. Some author: 
itles question, however, 
whether L’Svencment is in a 


financial position io pay the 
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| In recent years 2 
yunderstoad to na 
|Phnom Pemh, Ca 
theadauarters. Tie 


bet 


has often 
Soumeyed to Hanoi to report - 
statements by high North Vict, 


Evga tyes Li nia 
NGMcse Giuisciais, 


| Under terms of the United 
iStates ‘headguarcers — agree- 
lament with the United Nawouis,. 
| applications to the U.N, for ace 
eredijation as corvesponcenis 
| are relayed to ihe U.S. for, 
{ 


x - 


comment within 21 days of ve-. 
ceipt. The U.N, thon cecides 
whether to issue ihe aceredita- 
ition. —_ 
| Jn practice, a serious objec 
tion by the U.S, is usually su 
Jiciont to block accreditation. 

Bureheit’s intentions  be- 
eame known on Nov, i4 when 
lho applicd’to the U.N, Intora- 
mation Conier in Pavis. 
isubsequently applied for an 
American visa at the U.S, Sm- 


ae 
ze. 
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